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Two Norman Castles,the site of a Roman Villa and fascinating stories
from both World Wars.These are just some of the highlights on the
Lost Landscapes Heritage Trails in this booklet - two new circular
walks from the North Downs Way.

The first trail explores the parish of Detling,where the drama of a
WWII attack on Detling Aerodrome contrasts with the secluded
beauty of Park Valley (right).The second trail takes you through
Detling village, past the disembodied gateway of a lost Tudor house,
and into Thurnham Parish,culminating with the evocative ruins and
spectacular views at Thurnham Castle. Both trails lie entirely in the
Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The main text of the booklet consists of detailed directions and
information on points of interest for the Detling trail. The Thurnham
trail has no detailed directions but the route is shown on a map and
there are notes to help you and information on points of interest.The
back pages of the booklet cover other local heritage themes.

The Lost Landscapes project

With grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund (through the Local Heritage Initiative) and the Rail Link
Countryside Initiative, the Lost Landscapes project,organised by the North Downs Way National
Trail,has been taking place in six communities along the North Downs. People in these communities
have been looking into the heritage and history of their area and discovering what it is that makes
their parishes special.Their contributions are the backbone of this series of trail booklets.

The Detling and Thurnham Heritage Trails have been carefully designed to take in the best heritage
features of the area. As you walk you will find that the history has been brought to life by the 
contributions of local people .

Enjoy your journey back in time!

Detling
& T h u rn h a m

H E R I T A G E  T R A I L S



MAIN TRAIL  - DETLING 
S t a rt at Detling village hall.

From start to point A

1 .C ross the road towa rds the steps that lead to the large
fo o t b ri d ge known as Jade's Cro s s i n g .C ross the bri d ge ov e r
the A249 and descend the other side. ( D u ring the con-
struction of Jade's Cro s s i n g ,a half penny trade token wa s
d i s c ov e re d . It was dated 1789,made from copper and
o riginated in W i ck l ow, I re l a n d . )

2 .R e a ch a bench and a memorial plinth and turn ri g h t .G o
d own some steps, turn left and come to a ro a d .Turn ri g h t
and fo l l ow this road away from Detling village.CAU T I O N :
T h e re is no pavement here.( You are now walking on the
P i l g rim's Wa y. F u rther along this ancient route was fo u n d
an iron age coin of Eppillus - one of  the pre-Roman kings
of Kent during the early fi rst century A D. )

3 . Pass a left turn for Harple Lane and a bench .Ta ke the
next turning ri g h t , signposted North Downs Wa y,onto a
by wa y.After a short distance you will come to the entra n c e
to The Larch e s. .( Feel free to explore The Larches but
return to this point.)

POINT A - THE LARCHES 
Grazing, gales and quarries
M a ny fo rces and factors can shape and change a 
l a n d s c ape over time. In the case of The Larc h e s ,t h re e
things have affected it perhaps more than others.

The first is something that has shaped the landscap e
h e re,and right along the escarpment of the Ke n t
D ow n s , for centuries - the grazing of live s t o c k .T h e
s e c o n d , in contrast,was a brief but catastrophic eve n t
that changed landscapes all over south-east England
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D i s t a n c e s
Main trail - Detling (purple) -  5.1 miles (8.3 km)
Detling and Thurnham trail (orange) - 3.4 miles ( 5.4 km)

Te rr a i n
Unmade tracks through fields and wo o d s .M u ddy at
t i m e s .Some steep climbs (marked on map ) .

The map to the left shows the trail ro u t e s ,and the booklet contains detailed written directions in nu m b e red steps,
but you may find it useful to take an Ordnance Survey map for this area - Explorer no. 148 or Landranger no.1 8 8 .

Getting to Detling
By train - nearest station Bearsted,on the A s h fo rd-Maidstone-London line between Hollingbourne and Maidstone
E a s t . For train times telephone 08457 484950.The Detling & Thurnham trail is within easy walking dis-
tance of the station - walk up Thurnham Lane and join the route at point f on the map.Alternatively,
the station is 2.2 miles from the start point at Detling village hall,which can be reached via footpaths or ro a d s .
By car - take the A249 from junction 7 of the M20.After 0.5 miles, turn right,signposted Detling.Fo l l ow the ro a d
into the village.Pass the church and bear left.Pass a shop and school and bear left at Cock Horse pub.Village hall is
s h o rt distance on your left - parking on ro a d .
By bus - the 334 service from Maidstone to Medway goes through Detling.T h e re is a bus stop on The Stre e t

Be safe,be pre p a re d
Please take care when walking on roads (use pavement if available or keep to the right) and crossing ro a d s .Po i n t s
w h e re caution should be exe rcised are highlighted on the map and in the text.A lw ays wear suitable clothing and
fo o t we a r.A l l ow plenty of time for your walk - about an hour for eve ry 2 miles (more for elderly or inexperienced
w a l ke r s ) .A lw ays keep to the countryside code (see back of booklet).

For key to background map refer to any
Ordnance Survey Explorer map
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e a s t , into Park Va l l ey. The map shows the fo r m e r
a reas of wo o d l a n d ,which was pro b a b ly cleared after
W W I I , in the drive to maximise agricultural 
p ro d u c t i o n .

Despite being reduced in size,Stockings Wood still
contains excellent wildlife habitats.This has been
recognised in the Kent W i l d l i fe Trust's designation of
the woodland as a Site of Nature Conserv a t i o n
I n t e re s t .For more information on this and on the
subject of ancient wo o d l a n d s , see the section on
'Special Woodlands' (page 14).

From point C to point D

1 0 .R e a ch a cro s s roads of paths and turn left. Fo l l ow the
path past a large hornbeam tree and through a 90
d e g ree turn to the ri g h t , then past some recently coppiced
w o o d l a n d .You will re a ch a stile into a valley.

POINT D - PARK VA L L E Y
A new view over an ancient
valley

The love ly,secluded Park Va l l ey is arguably the most
p i c t u resque part of this trail - a somewhat 
unexpected vista that opens up as you emerge fro m
the wo o d s .But the view you are enjoying is a 
re l a t i ve ly new one.

That's because this part of Park Va l l ey was wo o d e d ,
f rom at least 1600,and possibly since it was fo r m e d
by a peri-glacial river at the end of the last Ice A g e.
Fo l l owing the re t reat of the ice,Britain was gradually
colonised by tre e s , forming the primeval 'wildwo o d ' .
It's possible that this part of the valley was wo o d e d
c o n t i nu o u s ly from that time until woodland was

c l e a red in the 20th century (see the section on
'Special Woodlands' on page 14 for more ) .
H oweve r, the woodland wasn't completely cleared -
on the other side of the valley you can see where
m a ny mature oaks and other trees we re re t a i n e d ,
forming an attractive area of wood pasture.

Park Va l l ey is quite long  and the Parish boundary
b e t ween Detling and Thurnham fo l l ows it. It extends
n o rth to join with another dry valley near Beaux
A i res Wo o d ,and you will walk across it again later in
the trail befo re encountering the beautiful Park Va l l ey
H o u s e.

From point D to point E

1 1 .C ross the stile and walk along the top of the valley
s i d e.Veer slightly ri g h t ,s l owly descending the valley side,
t owa rds a fence line and field gate in the valley bottom.

1 2 .When you re a ch the gate, turn right and walk steeply
u p h i l l , along the fence line, t owa rds another gate with a 
ye l l ow marker arrow on a post (you have just passed into
Thurnham pari s h ) .

1 3 .Go through the gate,continue steeply uphill,with wood-
land on your ri g h t .Go through some small metal gates.A t
the top,re a ch a tra ck and turn left.

1 4 .The tra ck takes you through a metal field gate towa rd s
a derelict corrugated metal building.As you re a ch the 
b u i l d i n g , turn left off the tra ck , t owa rds some trees planted
in rows and a telecommunications mast.Walk between the
t rees and a large open area on your ri g h t ,t owa rds the
m a s t ,a p p ro a ching an industrial estate.

POINT E - SITE OF BINBURY A E RO D RO M E
When the eagle flew over
Detling
The Industrial Estate here is not the most ap p e a l i n g
sight in this part of Ke n t ,but it is a place with a 
dramatic history.

Imagine if you can the sky above you full of German
fighter aircraft and dive bombers, raining dow n
bombs and strafing the ground with machine gun fire.
Their targets we re British planes, stranded un-
d e fended on the ground here.

This industrial area is called the A e ro d rome Estate,
because it was once part of an airfield that saw active
s e rvice in both world wars. Local resident and 

overnight - the hurricane of October 1987.The third
was a period of human activity that might have been
seen as damaging the landscape but in fact has 
c reated habitats - the quarrying of chalk.

Tim Bell,w a rden of the Larc h e s ,tells us more :

"The Larches is part of the Wouldham to Detling
escarpment Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
within the Kent Downs A rea of Outstanding Natural
B e a u t y.The site is a diverse mix of yew wo o d l a n d ,
beech woodland and chalk grassland.The lowe r
wooded area was historically a beech plantation but
the 1987 storm devastated the area and only a few
old beeches re m a i n .

“The wood is now more mixed with ash and oak
g rowing thro u g h .As you travel up from the wo o d l a n d
t h e re are pockets of chalk grassland some of which
a re now grazed by ponies and some small areas grow
on the edges of two small chalk quarries that are
n ow ove r g row n .H e re you can find orchids and
nu m e rous butterflies in the summer.The steep sided
d owns we re historically grazed and the grass needs
to be managed or else it would become scrubby
woodland like the areas around it."

Since 1977,when the Larches was bought for public
access with contributions from Detling and Box l ey
parish councils,Kent County Council have been 
managing it.T h ey are now restoring the storm 
damaged beech wo o d s , and grazing the grasslands
with Exmoor ponies and go a t s ,ensuring whereve r
possible that this nationally important site is shap e d
by the right fo rc e s .

From point A to point B

4 .Fo l l ow the by way steeply uphill. R e a ch the metal gate to
a chalk quarry.

POINT B - DETLING QUA R RY
Old quarries are not the pits

A c ross the North Downs there are many chalk
q u a rr i e s ,of all sizes and ages. It was in the 19th 
c e n t u ry that chalk extraction began on an industrial
s c a l e, in large pits like this one. It contained a tramway
to fe rry the chalk tow a rds a lime kiln at the we s t e r n
e n d .Burning the chalk in the kiln produced quick lime
which could be used in agriculture as a soil improve r
(just like liming the soil in your garden) and in mort a r
for buildings.When the quarry was extended in the
20th century, the kiln was lost.

You may not think there is much value in a disused
q u a rry, but some are protected by law for their 
g e o l o gy or wildlife. In the section on The Larches yo u
read about the orchids growing at the edges of old
q u a rr i e s .E l s ew h e re in the Wouldham to Detling SSSI,
is an old chalk pit of national importance for its fo s s i l s
of reptiles and fish.

From point B to point C

5 .Continue straight ahead,u p h i l l ,staying on the Nort h
D owns Wa y.R e a ch the top of the hill and bear left, s t a y i n g
on the North Downs Wa y,past a footpath signposted off
to the ri g h t .

6 .Walk uphill a short distance and re a ch another signpost.
The North Downs Way goes off to the left on a bri d l ewa y
but you should go straight ahead,on the stony tra ck .

7 .At the end of the tra ck ,re a ch a lane and turn ri g h t .
Fo l l ow the lane until you re a ch a T junction.Turn left, s i g n-
posted  Stock b u ry and Hartlip (onto Scra g ged Oak Road).
CAU T I O N :This road can be busy - please take care.

8 .Continue along this road for about 0.5 miles,(you will
pass the Kent County Show g ro u n d ,home to the Ke n t
S h ow and many other large-scale ev e n t s ) .

9 .You will re a ch a footpath off to the ri g h t .Ta ke this path
and fo l l ow it along the edge of a woodland, then into the
w o o d s.

POINT C - STOCKINGS WO O D
Into the ancient woods
Stockings Wood is the first of three ancient 
woodlands you will walk through on this trail. It used
to be much larger,extending to the south and to the

Park Valley in low winter sunThis map shows the
areas of lost woodland

in transparent green.
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Detling A e ro d ro m e,which was sent to the Lost
L a n d s c apes project by local resident Robin A m b ro s e.
The RAF camp was where the industrial estate yo u
just walked through now stands, so you can see how
close it was to Binbury,and the newsletter writer
states that "Eve ryone on this camp has pro b a b ly at
least heard of, if not seen,B i n b u ry Manor House." He
ap p a re n t ly wanted to enlighten his companions about
this piece of history on their doorstep.His notes,
despite a few erro r s , form a fascinating human link
b e t ween two periods in the history of this landscap e,
separated by many centuries.

The notes explain that Binbury was mentioned in the
D o m e s d ay Book,as the pro p e rty of Bishop Odo,a n d
when he was disgraced was granted to Gilbert
M a g m i n o t ; later it was the seat of the de Tu r n h a m
f a m i ly, then the Nort h wood family.He relates a 
gruesome story about the death of Lady Nort h wo o d
in the mid 14th century - she was standing on a hill
when the sandy soil gave way beneath her,and she
was buried alive and "stifled to death with the 
p re s s u re " .

It seems from the airman's notes that quite a lot of
the manor house remained at the time he was 
writing - he talks of flint walls and includes a hand
d r awn picture of a plaque in the south wall,with a
poetic inscription.The first ve r s e, i ro n i c a l ly,re a d s :

"Thou that busilie bends thy s e l fe to build
as aye here to re m a y n e,
with out high Jehovah with thee to joy n e
thou workest but in vaine. "

The manor house has since been completely 
d e m o l i s h e d .

In the second installment of his notes,the airman 
concentrates more on the castle eart h wo r k s :

"It is an interesting fact
that the eart h wo r k s
i m m e d i a t e ly behind the
manor house we re the
site of an ancient A n g l o -
Saxon castle. "

He goes on to discuss...

"...the underground 
passage which has so
often been talked about
but of which no trace is
k n own to have been
found by any of the sta-
tion personnel...Actually
t h e re are two pas-
sages...One comes out
on Detling Hill and many local people have penetrat-
ed it for some distance.The other runs in the oppo-
site 
d i rection and nobody seems to know where it ends;
but about twe l ve years ago a lorry travelling along
B i n b u ry Lane caused a collap s e. . .w h e re the passage
passes under the ro a d . "

By the next edition of the new s l e t t e r, i n t e rest in the
u n d e r g round passages has clearly spre a d :" C e rt a i n
members of 'B' flight formed an exploration part y
and traced the tunnel." T h ey found a tunnel over a
mile long,with entrances at three ve rtical shafts, a n d
the writer makes the connection with a story of
Bishop Odo's fo l l owers fleeing the manor via 
u n d e r g round passages.

U n fo rt u n a t e ly it seems this airman was prone to
flights of fancy.Local historian Mike Pe rring tells us
that Binbury was not mentioned in Domesday and
that the tunnels we re dug as part of the Chatham

Land Defence Line in 1914.

The airman's statement that the eart h-
work is Anglo-Saxon is also incorre c t .
In fact it is a typical Norman fo rt i f i c a-
t i o n , comprising an oval mound (the
'motte') surrounded by a moat.On the
motte would have stood a palisade and
a tower of stone or timber.T h e re was
also an outer rampart with a stone
wall known as a 'bailey ' ,of which the
flint 'mural' tower was part .B i n b u ry
was quite unusual in having a walled
b a i l ey.

h i s t o r i a n ,M i ke Pe rring tells us,"Detling A e ro d ro m e
was opened in 1915 and played a role in the defe n c e
of the Thames estuary during W W I .At the beginning
of WWII it was home to,among others,a squadro n
of Coastal Command Av ro Anson bombers fly i n g
p a t rols over the Channel and Thames ap p ro a c h e s . "
The attack described above came on August 13th,
1 9 4 0 , a day known to the Germans as A d l e rtag -
Eagle Day.This was a massive operation,with wave s
of aircraft assaulting Britain's shores to test its air
d e fe n s e s .An incredible 1,485 sorties we re flown by
the Luftwaffe in a 24 hour period.

The 13th was unlucky for Detling.While heavy cloud
s h rouded much of south-east England,Detling was
visible to the bombers through a gap.In all,67 
personnel we re killed and 22 aircraft lost in what was
the Luftwaffe's most successful attack of the day.
H oweve r,as a whole,A d l e rtag was not a great 
s u c c e s s .Britain's fighter defenses we re hard ly
t o u c h e d ,E a s t c h u rch and Rochester aero d ro m e s
could not be located due to the cloud cove r, a n d
t h ree major objectives - aero d romes at Farnboro u g h ,
Odiham and Rochfo rd - we re missed.

L a t e r,t wo further raids destroyed most of the 
buildings at Detling but, a c c o rding to Mike Pe rr i n g ,
after the Battle of Britain "the airfield was re b u i l t . . . I t
was much used by fighter aircraft making sweeps into
France at and after D-day." 

After the war Detling was used as a gliding school,
and finally sold to Kent County Council in 1956.T h e
disused RAF camp became the industrial estate and,

a c c o rding to Mike,"some of its buildings remain as
industrial units." The airfield as a whole cove red a
much larger are a ,s t retching south from here to  the
A249 and slightly beyo n d , and onto what is now the
County Show g ro u n d ,as shown on the aerial photo’.

This area still has an aeronautical function - you may
h ave seen the large aircraft navigation beacon on the
horizon to the south.This stands where Detling's 
single grass runway used to be.Nothing remains of it
n ow,but there are other remnants of the site's
w a rtime past dotted around this are a , including gun
t u rrets and pillboxe s .Most intriguingly, the under-
g round plotting room is still thought to be intact.

From point E to point F

1 5 .Keep straight ahead,passing a security fence on your
ri g h t .You will re a ch a fi n gerpost and a gap in the fe n c e s
a round the industrial estate,next to the mast.Go thro u g h
the gap and walk into the industrial estate.Keep stra i g h t
a h e a d ,passing McNicholas plc, then head out of the
e s t a t e,past Detling Car Bre a ke rs on your left and On T i m e
Rescue and Recov e ry on your ri g h t .

1 6 .Go through a gateway and onto a tra ck , leaving the
i n d u s t rial estate.You will re a ch a wa y m a r ker post with 
ye l l ow arrow s.Fo l l ow the arrow pointing off to the left,
t owa rds some trees and stop at a dirt tra ck .

POINT F - BINBURY CASTLE - FLINT TOW E R ,
M OTTE AND BA I L E Y
A lost castle's history in the
words of a war-time writer

The remains of Binbury Castle are few but tantalising.
To your left you should be able to see a ruined flint
t ower and,b eyond that, some trees growing raised
up on a defe n s i ve mound known as a 'motte'. M u c h
of the ditch around it re m a i n s .

As well as the castle there was a later,m e d i a ev a l
manor house here,but nothing remains of that.H e re
is what one author said about the house when it still
existed as a ruin:

"Notes on Binbury Manor,Ke n t .The charm of
antiquity is, to most of us, i rresistible if it is obvious...
but often we miss this charm in objects which have
become familiar. . . "

These are not the wo rds of an eminent historian, b u t
of an RAF airman in W W I I .T h ey are taken from a
m o n t h ly newsletter put together by airmen based at

The airman’s drawing of the plaque

Flint bailey tower

An aerial photo’ of the area; the yellow
line indicates the airfield boundary
(Dan Hamblin).
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POINT H - PARK VALLEY HOUSE
A long way from the Weald
Park Va l l ey House is the first of three buildings yo u
will see which are, at least in part ,Wealden hall 
h o u s e s . In the case of Park Va l l ey,the house consists
of the upper end and former open hall of a hall
h o u s e.You may be wondering what any t h i n g
described as 'Wealden' is doing up here on top of the
d ow n s .These late mediaeval houses have a 
characteristic structure and layout which is known as
Wealden because they occur most commonly in the
We a l d ,but are also found in other are a s .The term
'hall house' comes from the large timbered halls
which are the key fe a t u re of these dwe l l i n g s .Fo r
m o re info r m a t i o n ,see the section entitled 'We a l d e n
Hall Houses' on page 15.

From point H to point I

2 3 .Opposite Park Valley House is a gate to Lower Cox
S t reet Fa r m .Go through the gate and walk straight ahead,
past the house and gara ge towa rds a stile.C ross the stile
into a fi e l d .( L ower Cox Street Farm House is a listed 
building dated 1400 to 1499.)

2 4 .Walk diagonally across the field towa rds a stile near the
corner of a woodland.C ross the stile onto a dirt tra ck and
turn ri g h t . Fo l l ow the edge of the woodland,d ow n h i l l .R e a ch
a junction at the bottom and take the narrow path off to
the left into the woods - not the wider tra ck along the
e d ge. (This is Newlands Wood - the second ancient wood-
land on the tra i l ) .

2 5 .R e a ch a junction with ye l l ow marke rs on a telephone
pole and keep straight ahead.R e a ch a stile, but do not
c ross it - instead turn ri g h t ,u p h i l l , out of the woods.

2 6 .R e a ch a stile at the top, c ross and keep straight ahead,
keeping fence line to left. R e a ch a stile and cross onto a
l a n e.CAU T I O N :This narrow lane is quite well used by 
t ra f fic - take care.

2 7 .Turn left and fo l l ow the lane past a modern house
( S c ra g ged Oak House) and come to an old fa r m h o u s e.
(This is Scra g ged Oak Farm House,dated 1655.Local 
resident Robin Grimble tells us that this name dates back
to at least 1830.)

2 8 .C o n t i n u e
along this lane a
little further then
come to an old
o r ch a rd on your
ri g h t .

POINT I - TRADITIONAL ORCHARD
Heritage grows on trees
The large trees you can see in the orc h a rd on yo u r
right are a sign that this is a traditional orc h a rd .
Modern orc h a rds nearly alw ays have small,dwarf 
varieties of tre e,which have often been planted at the
expense of the older ones.This can also be at the
expense of wildlife (long established orc h a rds can be
excellent habitats - one of the Lost Landscapes trails
for Chartham goes through an old orc h a rd that is
n ow a designated nature re s e rve ) .The demise of old
o rc h a rds has also led to the loss of another kind of
heritage - the fruit itself,which came in an arr ay 
traditional varieties,m a ny of which are now rare ly
seen in the country s i d e

Old maps of this area show that there we re once
small orc h a rds associated with many of the farms and
manor houses on this trail - at Binbury Manor, a t
L ower Cox Stre e t ,h e re at Scragged Oak,and furt h e r
on at Po l ly f i e l d s .As far as we know, these have all 
d i s ap p e a red except for this one.This was pro b a b ly a
consequence of the decline of fruit markets in the
1960s that led to orc h a rds being re m oved right
a c ross Ke n t .This didn't have a massive impact in this
a rea because fruit growing was not one of the main
land uses,but in other parts of the county it led to a
g reat change in the landscap e.

From point I to point J

2 9 .Continue along this lane for just over 0.5 miles.

3 0 . Pass a left hand turn then come to a pair of oast hous-
es and an old farmhouse beyond.(This is Polle Hill Fa r m .
The oldest part of the farmhouse probably dates from the
late 1400s,and was originally a Wealden hall house.S e e
p a ge 15 for more info r m a t i o n . )

3 1 .Continue along this lane for a short distance.Come to
a large part - t i m b e red house on your ri g h t . (This is Po l l y fi e l d s
Fa r m h o u s e. L i ke Polle Hill, the oldest part probably dates
f rom the late 1400s,and was originally a Wealden hall
h o u s e. )

3 2 .Continue along this lane and take the next right hand
t u r n .Fo l l ow the lane as it bears left through 90 degre e s.
Continue until you re a ch an period cottage on your left.
(This dwelling is simply known as The Old Cottage. It pro b-
ably dates from the 16th century. )

3 3 . Continue along this lane.Ta ke the next footpath off to
the left into the woods.

The castle is a Scheduled Ancient Monu m e n t , and the
schedule describes the function of fo rtifications of this
t y p e :

" . . . m o t t e - a n d - b a i l ey castles acted as garrison fo rt s
during offe n s i ve military operations,as stro n g h o l d s ,
a n d , in many cases, as aristocratic residences and as
c e n t res of local or royal administration."

From point F to point G

1 7 .C a r ry on across the tra ck and into the tre e s.Wa l k
t h rough the trees and re a ch a fence line. Find the stile that
c rosses this fe n c e.

1 8 .C ross the stile into a field and walk straight ahead.
(Look to your left and you will get another view of the
B i n b u ry motte).Pass a bro ken fence line and continue
d ownhill into a small valley.As the tra ck bends slightly left
you will re a ch a patch of rough vegetation and ch a l ky 
rubble on your left.

POINT G - SITE OF EXPERIMENTA L
SOUND MIRROR 
Sounds incredible
Standing here in this valley north of
M a i d s t o n e, you pro b a b ly wouldn't expect
to be able to hear an aircraft flying up the
Thames Estuary,15 miles aw ay.But that's
e x a c t ly what one Pro fessor Mather was
t rying to do in 1915.

Mather was a pioneer in acoustic re s e a rc h .
His goal was to improve Britain's defe n s e s
in WWI by detecting ap p roaching enemy
a i rcraft using sound mirro r s . It was alre a d y
k n own that paraboloid reflectors could be
used to magnify distant sounds. In case yo u ' re 
wondering what a paraboloid reflector is,you may
h ave one attached to your house.Satellite TV dishes
a re more or less the same shape as the sound 
m i rrors Pro fessor Mather was experimenting with,
but instead of receiving satellite signals,his devices 
g a t h e red sound wave s .And they we re mu c h ,mu c h
b i g g e r.

Local resident Mike Pe rring has told us that the
s c r u b by hillside to your left is the site of a quarry,
since filled in,w h e re Mather cut a 16 foot diameter
sound mirror into the chalk face.To test it,a rr a n g e-
ments we re made for trial aircraft flights, to see if the
m i rror could detect the distant engine sound.T h e
hope was that such devices would be able to give
advance warning of raids by German Zeppelins.

It seems that some early trials didn't quite go to plan.
In a letter of Ju ly 15th,1 9 1 5 ,one Royal Flying Corps
officer wro t e :

"I sent an aeroplane over ye s t e rd ay but it did not
come within the radius of action of the mirro r. . . A s
you know I can little spare the pilot necessary but I
am sure that unless the experiments are carried out
m e t h o d i c a l ly,no useful data will be obtained."
F rom E choes in the Sky by Richard N.S c a rt h .

H oweve r, experiments at this site did give Mather the
i n formation he needed - he detected a Zeppelin fly i n g
up the Thames Estuary in 1915 at a distance of about
12 miles.The pioneering tests carried out here
enabled the development of more efficient concre t e
m i rrors at Fo l kestone and the North Fo reland which
we re later successfully used to alert air defenses to
bombing raids along Britain's coasts.

From point G to point H
1 9 .Continue along the valley then veer left towa rds some
t re e s.Go through a gap,walk through the trees towa rds a
wa y m a r ker post and emerge into a pasture in a secl u d e d
valley bottom (you are now back in Detling pari s h ) .

2 0 .Go straight ahead and into trees on the other side of
the valley.Walk steeply uphill through the woodland.

2 1 .Continue through the woods,emerging into a pri v a t e
g a rden (please respect the pri v a cy of re s i d e n t s ) .Bear left
between some trees near a gara ge,and onto a tarmac
d ri v e.Fo l l ow the drive uphill to a lane.

2 2 .Turn right and walk a short distance until you can see
a large old house on your ri g h t .

Professor Mather with the sound mirror
(National Archive)

The orchard near Scragged Oak
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just see the Reading Room,which is discussed furt h e r
at point n.

Point c - The Stre e t

The Street is the heart of the old village and includes
m a ny listed buildings.The photograph below cap t u re s
it in the early 20th century and shows that it has
changed re l a t i ve ly little.

Point d - Note on the ro u t e

At this point,t a ke a narrow footpath off to the left,
b e t ween fe n c e s , fo l l owing a marker on a telephone
p o l e.

Point e - Thurnham Roman V i l l a

Just south of this point is the site of T h u r n h a m
Roman V i l l a ,a Scheduled Ancient Monu m e n t .L o c a l
historian Mike Pe rring tells us that "it was part i a l ly
e x c avated in 1833 and again in 1933.P a rt of the site
was more thoro u g h ly dug in 1958 (prior to the M20

m o t o r w ay) and the remainder was dug in advance of
the Channel Tunnel Rail Link." These multiple 

i nvestigations have led to a good under-
standing of the site.The most import a n t
revelation was that this had been an 
occupied site even further back then the
Roman period.

The earliest activity here seems to date
f rom the Bronze A g e,although arc h a e o l o-
gists found it difficult to accurately date
their discove r i e s .A number of finds we re
m a d e, including a bronze needle and a
small bronze rap i e r.

The evidence from the Iron Age was 
b e t t e r.A rchaeologists discove red a large,
e n c l o s u re,containing up to three 'ro u n d
house' dwe l l i n g s . It seems that soon after
the Roman invasion in 43AD,this enclo-

s u re was levelled and replaced with a larger one 
containing a basic rural building known as a 'pro t o
v i l l a ' ,which was then replaced by a full-blown two
s t o rey villa at the end of the 1st century A D.

By the early 3rd century the villa had grown still 
f u rt h e r. If you had visited at that time,you would have
ap p roached from the east along a cobbled track 
leading to a large, i m p re s s i ve building,with ro o m s
accessed by long corr i d o r s ,p e r h aps with tile floors.
T h e re was a bath suite attached to the south side -
the mark of real luxury at this time.

M a ny artefacts from this long period of occupation
we re found and dated.The latest,coins depicting the
E m p e ror Constantine,we re from about 340 A D,s o
this was ap p rox i m a t e ly when the villa was 
a b a n d o n e d .

Point f - Note on the ro u t e

Some maps show no public footpath on the ro u t e
h e re,but it still exists:Walk along the edge of the
wood with the wood to your left.Fo l l ow the marke r
at the corner of the wo o d ,straight ahead,with the
embankment next to the Channel Tunnel Rail Link to
your right,walking tow a rds a ro a d .

Point g - Corbier Hall

In this area are the buried remains of Corbier Hall, a
late 14th century manor house and a scheduled
ancient monu m e n t . Its foundations are visible fro m
the air as cropmarks (variations in plant grow t h
caused by buried fe a t u res) whilst ploughing of the site

POINT J - AMBER WO O D
Roaming among Roman trees

This is the last woodland on the trail, and like
Stockings Wo o d , it is ancient.U n l i ke Stockings Wo o d ,
it is not designated a Site of Nature Conserv a t i o n
I n t e re s t .This may be because most of the trees yo u
will see as you walk through it are sweet chestnu t .
This is not a native tre e,but one brought into Britain
by the Romans.T h ey brought it as a food source but
m a ny coppice woodlands in Kent we re planted with
c h e s t nut to provide timber for hop poles and fe n c i n g ,
m a i n ly in the 19th century.

This replanting of native trees with chestnut did no
g reat harm to woodland habitats as long as coppicing
c o n t i nu e d ,but the decline in hop growing and other
economic factors in the second half of the 20th 
c e n t u ry meant that coppicing stopped in many
wo o d l a n d s .This in turn led to excessive shading and
s u p p ression of native trees and plants.As you walk
t h rough the wo o d , you will see the coppice tre e s
with their multiple trunks,but these trunks are mu c h
taller and thicker than they should be - the coppice is
ve ry ove r g row n , and this woodland is not the rich
habitat for wildlife it could be.This a ve ry common
p roblem across Ke n t ,although there is a revival in
c o p p i c i n g , and the traditionally managed wo o d l a n d
l a n d s c apes are coming back.

For more information see the section on special
woodlands on page 14.

From point J to start point

3 4 .Fo l l ow the path through the woods as it bears ri g h t
t h rough 90 degre e s,at a ye l l ow marke r.

3 5 .You will come to another 90 degree bend to the ri g h t
with a marke r, fo l l owed immediately by an unmarked fo r k
in the path where you should go left.

3 6 .At a marked junction,keep straight ahead towa rds a
small timber gate at the edge of the wood.At the gate, d o
not go through but turn right  and walk along the edge of
the wood with a chain link fence to your left. Fo l l ow the
path as it bears left through 90 degrees and leads you to
a lane.

3 7 .You are now back at step 7.R e t race your steps back to
Detling village : turn ri g h t ,walk to a right hand bend in the
lane and take the by way off to the left. Fo l l ow the by wa y
b a ck dow n h i l l .At the bottom of the by wa y,turn left and fo l-
l ow this lane back to Jade's Cro s s i n g .C ross the bri d ge back
to the village hall.

DETLING AND THURNHAM T R A I L

The trail route is shown in ora n ge on the map at the fro n t
of this booklet. T h e re are no detailed written dire c t i o n s.
S t a rt at Detling village hall.

B e l ow is information on the main points of interest and
notes on the route at points where it may not be cl e a r
w h e re to go .These correspond to lower case letters on the
m a p .

Point a - The Cock Horse 

This pub is a listed building,and was originally know n
by a diffe rent name. An old postcard of the pub
bears the name the Cock Inn and clearly shows a
c o c ke rel on the pub sign.One can hard ly blame 
w h o ever decided to change the name,although it
m ay have brought an end to some ve ry old joke s !

Point b - The Tudor Gatew ay

This gatew ay on this corner and the wall running
alongside it are all that remains of a lost Tudor house
called East Court .T h e re is a dwelling called East
C o u rt near here,but it is a much later,19th century
b u i l d i n g .You may have noticed the small stone steps
to the right of the gatew ay, that seem to go now h e re
in part i c u l a r. In fact this is a mounting block to aid in
mounting a horse.You can just imagine a gentlemanly
resident of East Court coming out of the gate,
climbing the block to mount his horse and riding off
d own the Pilgrim's Way.See the plaque to the left of
the gate for more info r m a t i o n .

This photograph is an old postcard showing the 
g a t ew ay much as it is today.H oweve r, it also shows a
s t r u c t u re that has been lost:Look care f u l ly at the last
building on the right hand side of the lane - you can

The Cock Inn (Detling Parish Council)

The Street (Detling Parish Council)

The Tudor Gateway (Detling Parish Council)
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c o n t rolling who was going in and out of the castle.
Thurnham is what is known as a 'ringwork and bailey '
c a s t l e.The ringwork was the inner stronghold of the
c a s t l e, consisting of a raised 'motte' or mound,
p ro b a b ly with stone towers built on it, l i n ked by a 

c i rcular wall.This is the big mound you will climb up if
you explore the site.The bailey was the outer part of
the castle,w h e re part of  the curtain wall that 
p rotected it still stands.The bailey was where eve ry-
d ay life went on - cooking,w a s h i n g ,blacksmithing -
and it was where animals we re ke p t .The ringwo r k
and the bailey we re separated by a deep defe n s i ve
d i t c h .This can still be seen,although it wouldn't ke e p
m a ny marauding Anglo-Saxons at bay now,b e c a u s e
it's been slow ly filled in with soil over the centuries.

As you explore you will see some information panels
p rovided by Kent County Council who now ow n
and manage the site.

Point l -  White Horse Wo o d

At this point is one of the entrances to White Horse
Wo o d .All too often on a Lost Landscapes trail, t h e
s t o ry is one of woodlands being reduced in size or
lost altogether,often to make way for arable fields.
H e re at White Horse Wo o d ,this trend is being
reve r s e d .Open fields have been planted up with a
mix of native tre e s ,20,000 in all, to create a new
woodland and a brand new country park.The wo o d-
l a n d , owned and managed by Kent County Council,

was created to mark the millennium.
During archaeological investigations prior to tre e
p l a n t i n g , an enclosure,about 2/3 hectare in are a ,
s u rrounded by a ditch,was fo u n d .This prev i o u s ly
u n k n own fe a t u re is actually pre h i s t o r i c,dating fro m

the late Bronze Age or Early Iron A g e
( b e t ween 1000 and 400 BC). It is thought
to have been used as a summer camp,
p e r h aps by the same community that
occupied the Thurnham Roman Villa site
b e fo re the Romans arr i ve d .

Point m - CAU T I O N

This road is narrow in places.

Point n - The Reading Room

The Reading Room,p i c t u red below,u s e d
to stand on your left,m o re or less 
opposite the end of the old wall of East
C o u rt . It first appears on maps as the
Reading Room between 1907 and 1923,
but may have existed befo re then.L o c a l
resident Robin Grimble tells us it is
thought to have been an early lending
l i b r a ry.

often brings building material up to the surface.T h e
foundations and cellar of the building we re uncove re d
by local landowner Sir George Hampson in 1862.A t
that time,considerable traces of the moat we re still
visible on the north-east side,but that too has now
v a n i s h e d .

Point h - CAU T I O N

This road is sometimes busy.

Point i - Detour to churc h

Come to a footpath off to the left. If you wish yo u
can use this path to make a detour to beautiful
Thurnham Church and Thurnham Court .R e t r a c e
your steps to this point.

Point j - Thornham Fr i a r s

Standing at this cro s s roads in the middle of
Thurnham village, you can see a house called
Thornham Friars to your right. It may look as if its
been here for centuries,but it hasn't.Local re s i d e n t
M i ke Pe rring told us...

"Thornham Friars consists of mediaeval buildings
b rought from Sussex in the early 20th century and
a dded to the two existing Forge Cottages."

In 1913 while the ground was being dug in pre p a r a-
tion for a new bowling gre e n ,soon after the buildings
had been brought in, an amazing discove ry was made
- many grave s , containing spearheads,beads and other
i t e m s .The gardens was the site of an A n g l o - S a x o n
pagan cemetery.Although a number of graves we re
d i s t u r b e d ,and many of the 'grave goods' re m ove d ,
o n ly a few we re re c o rd e d ,and even those have now
been lost without trace.

Point k -  Thurnham Castle

You don't have to spend ve ry long at this location to
ap p reciate why a castle was built here.Sitting on a
spur at the crest of the North Dow n s , it commands

the surrounding area - and that's exactly what it was
intended to do.The Normans who built it wanted
Thurnham Castle to be imposing,both visually and
s t r a t e g i c a l ly.With castles here,at Binbury (which yo u
can visit on the main trail) and Stockbury, t h e
Normans wanted there to be no doubt that they
we re in charge. Imagine being an Anglo-Saxon person
in Kent in the early years of Norman rule and 
watching these structures being built, k n owing that
fo reign invaders we re now in contro l .The impact of

castle building was perhaps as much 
psychological as military.

Local resident Mike Pe rring tells us that
Thurnham castle pro b a b ly started life with
wooden palisades as defe n s e s , "which we re
later replaced by stone walls".These walls
we re nearly 1 metre thick,so the castle mu s t
h ave looked pretty impenetrable.You will see
some of the walls if you explore the castle
s i t e.T h ey formed part of what was called the
' c u rtain wall' (the outermost defe n s i ve 
b a rr i e r ) , and the gatehouse (the main entrance
to the castle complex).You can stand in the
g ap where the gatehouse used to be and
imagine yourself as a Norman guard 

Thornham Friars

View from the bailey (showing part of curtain wall),
across the defensive ditch to the motte (the main mound).

The Reading Room (Detling Parish Council)

Remains of the thick, flint curtain wall



Glance at any map of this area and you will
q u i c k ly see that Detling and Thurnham are
quite we l l - wooded parishes.Much of this
woodland is 'ancient',but what does this
term mean?

"An ancient woodland is one that has
existed since at least 1600 A D,and possibly
much longer.Prior to this date,planting of
woodland was ve ry uncommon which
suggests that if a wood was present in
1600 it is like ly to have been there fo r
some time prev i o u s ly, and may be a 
remnant of the original 'wildwood' which
once cove red most of Britain..."
Guidelines for Identifying Ancient Wo o d l a n d -
leaflet produced by English Nature.

You can also find clues about whether a 
woodland is ancient by looking at various
aspects of the woodland env i ro n m e n t .Fo r
e x a m p l e, c e rtain plants are known as
'ancient woodland indicators' - if a number of them
can be found in a wo o d , that is evidence for it being
a n c i e n t .

C o n s e rvationists re g a rd ancient woodland as the
closest thing to 'natural' woodland that we have in
the managed landscapes of Britain.Those with rare
habitats and species are often designated as Sites of
N a t u re Conservation Interest (SNCIs) by Ke n t
W i l d l i fe Tr u s t .Detling and Thurnham are fo rtunate in
that many of their ancient woodlands are SNCIs.
The map above shows which woodlands in the are a
a re ancient and which are SNCIs.

M a ny ancient woodlands in Kent have a long history
of management by coppicing.This is the traditional
practice of re g u l a r ly cutting small areas of tre e s
d own to a stump and letting them re - g row as many
thin stems.

Local resident Robin Grimble highlighted to us the
value of coppicing to wildlife and people over time:

“ The practice of coppicing has brought tre m e n d o u s
benefits - a variety of important natural ground flora
(and fauna) and understorey products ve ry useful to
m a n . In spring time the bluebells and anemones are
amazing in the coppiced woodlands and are a major
fe a t u re of Detling...”

SNCI boundaries
Ancient woodland

Parish boundaries

As today, in the late Middle A g e s , the south-east of England was a 
re l a t i ve ly pro s p e rous re g i o n ,a n d ,as today, that was reflected in its 
b u i l d i n g s .This affluence was not restricted to the ruling classes - 
non-aristocratic families could also affo rd to build large houses using 
substantial materials and fine craftsmanship.Typical of this era of high
quality rural dwellings was the Wealden hall house.

When these we a l t hy families built their homes, t h ey wanted to emu l a t e
the grand residences of the ve ry rich,and that meant building an open hall.The hall was the
most important room in the house - a large communal space for dining,holding court and 
conducting business. It usually contained the only source of heat in the house - a central heart h .
As well as being a symbol of status,the hall was a warm,we l c o m i n g , social place,at a time when,
even in the south-east,the countryside was a dark,remote and much wilder place.

Wealden houses we re a particular type of open-hall dwe l l i n g , so-called because many we re built,
and surv i ve d , in Kent and Sussex (several hundred can still be found in Kent alone).T h ey we re
t wo storeys high,with a hall that was the full height of the house - open right up to the apex of
the ro o f .U s u a l ly,on either side of the hall,we re two two - s t o reyed 'ends': the upper or 'solar'
e n d , consisting of a parlour on the ground floor and a 'camera' or chamber above ; and a lowe r
or 'service' end, that contained utility rooms like the pantry and buttery,again with a camera
a b ove.

This arrangement was typical but there we re variations - single ends, or ends that we re open
l i ke the hall.Wealden houses also varied a lot in size and number of ro o m s , reflecting a fashion
being copied by many people with varying degrees of we a l t h . But even the most modest hall
house was superior in quality to the majority of vernacular buildings outside the south-east. I n

his book,English Ve r n a c u l a r
H o u s e s ,Eric Mercer says this
type of dwelling "marks a
revo l u t i o n a ry change in the
housing of a section of the
rural population in south-
eastern England."

Fashions change of course
a n d ,as time we n t , on the hall
house fell out of favo u r.T h i s
s t a rted with a trend tow a rd s
the solar end becoming 
larger in relation to the hall.
After 1500,m a ny hall houses
we re conve rted to two
s t o reys thro u g h o u t ,by 
putting a ceiling across the
open hall. In Tudor houses,
large halls became imposing
entrance rooms for visitors,
leading to our current use of
the wo rd 'hall'.By the late
16th century,houses that
we re two - s t o reyed 
t h roughout we re standard
a c ross south-east England.

Special 
woodlands

Special
woodlands

BELOW: Diagram
of a Wealden Hall
House, showing
the basic room
layout.

OPEN
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This circular route is one of a series of Lost Landscapes Heritage Trails that have been developed in the fo l l ow i n g
parishes along the North Dow n s : C u x t o n ,H o l l i n g b o u r n e,C h a r i n g ,Chilham and Chart h a m .

For further information about Lost Landscapes and walking opportunities along the North Downs Way visit
w w w. n a t i o n a l t r a i l . c o. u k / n o rt h d owns or e-mail nort h d ow n sw ay @ ke n t . gov.uk or telephone the Trail Office on
01622 221525.

For further walking opportunities in Kent please visit www. ke n t . gov. u k / e x p l o re kent or telephone 08458 247600.

The Countryside Code.

Be safe - plan ahead and fo l l ow arrows or signs  
L e ave gates and pro p e rty as you find them
P rotect plants and animals and take your litter home
Keep dogs under close contro l
Consider other people

Way m a r k i n g

During your walk you will see arrows marking various public rights of way :

M Footpath (on foot only)

M Bridleway (on foot,horseback or pedal cycle)

M Byway (all traffic)

Please tell us about any problems concerning the paths by using the Kent Report Line - 0845 345 0210.

We would like to thank the fo l l owing contributors to this booklet (in alphabetical ord e r ) :

Robin A m b ro s e
Tim Bell (Wa rd e n ,The Larc h e s )
Detling Parish Council
Robin Grimble
M i ke Pe rr i n g
Adam Single (Kent County Council Heritage Te a m )

We would also like to express our gratitude to all the other local people who took part in meetings,walks and
re s e a rc h .

Thanks to A n d reas Lowson from Chartham for checking the route dire c t i o n s .

Thanks to Angel Design for supplying images from the Detling Parish Plan.

This booklet was edited and designed by Clarity Interpretation (01303 249501 clarity. i n t e r p re t a t i o n @ v i r g i n . n e t ) .

Contributors

Useful information


